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Programme 2013 -2014 

   7 Nov:      Film: The British in Aix-les-Bains

   5 Dec:       Mince Pies, Sherry and Carol Singing 

   9 Jan:        AGM & British Buffet

   6 Fev:        Word Game

   6 Mar:       Talk: Painters of the River Thames

   3 Apr:        Members Participation

  15 May:     Scottish Dancing (NB 2nd Thursday)

  24 May      14th Tree planting anniversary - Place du Revard

   5 Jun:         Musical evening (TBA)
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It has been an honour for me to serve as 
President in this very special year. What 
have I learnt this year? - that the 
seemingly impossible can be achieved! 
I am delighted that our association has 

so many members, that we are getting things done and 
that our financial situation is sound.  In addition, you, 
the members, are such willing participants, always ready 
to lend a hand. We now have over 80 members, 15 new 
members having joined us this year. 

But sadly we have also lost members. In Octo-
ber I had to report the death of Tony Davey, our 
vice-president. Tony was a founder member of 
Grapevine . He is a great loss. Lucette, his wife, is 
now a resident at “Doyenné St Martin” in 
Chambéry. Thank you to those who continue to visit 
her there. In December Valérie Fouger left us after 
a long and bravely borne illness. She had a real zest 
for life and that is how we will remember her. 

From the President’s Desk



If you enjoy reading why not come along and join in our Bookclub. It is a very informal affair. 
We meet about every two months in each other’s homes and discuss a book we have  
chosen. Looking back over the last year Gérard Reboul, who coordinates the book club,  
gives us this assessment of the books: 

“ The most popular novels we have read include: Atonement, We are all made of glue, The 
unlikely pilgrimage of Harold Fry, The moon and sixpence and The Blackhouse. However the books that most 
divided opinion were: Larkrise to Candleford, The New York Trilogy and Sharpe’s Enemy. Our diversity of points 
of view is also our richness! But good writing, a clear  storyline and some interesting and substantial reflections 
are what, it seems, we appreciate the most!”

I would also add personally that our meetings are a very good time of shared discussions, impressions, feel-
ings and sometimes disappointment. We learn a lot from writers indeed, but more perhaps from each other’s 
opinions and feelings!”

Bookclub

This is a new Grapevine initiative. On Monday 20th 
January eight members of Grapevine went together to 
Cinema Victoria to watch the film, Mandela, A Long 
Walk to Freedom. We constituted half the audience at 
this screening!

The formula is simple. If you give your email address to 
Sylvie Ferrand (sylvb@free.fr) she will add you to the 
contact list and alert you when we intend to go and see 
a film in English.

If you are free you can 
then join us. The man-
ager may even offer us 
a discount!

Ciné Club Franglais
 “Have you composted the tickets?” I heard myself say 
as we approached the platform. YOU all know what I 
meant but for someone without a knowledge of France 
this would have sounded quite bizarre. 

Am I some sort of eco-freak determined to return 
every last scrap of paper to the earth? If you have other 
examples of weird things you find yourself saying be-
cause either the French or the English will not quite do 
please let us know..

We are always looking for pictures, articles or any-
thing you think would be of interest to other mem-
bers. Please see Irwin or Jo.

Also remember our website: 
http://sites.google.com/site/grapevineassociation



Cookery Corner 

The Culture of Food
In 2010 UNESCO declared the French gastronomic 
meal a “world intangible heritage”. By this they 
meant a meal with family and friends starting with 
apéritifs, followed by several courses, then cheese 
and dessert and finishing with a liqueur. In fact the 
very thing that many of us indulged in over the 
Xmas period, and look forward to again at Easter.
     Passing on such cultural riches starts young as 
we discovered on a recent visit to “Le Hameau du 
Père Noël” situated between Annecy and Geneva. 
(Highly recommended - probably at its best just 
before Christmas, with light snow on the ground, 
at dusk and with a four or five year old in tow!)

We were enchanted to discover that almost the first 
scene was a tiny table properly laid out with place 
settings and glasses all ready for a réveillon meal for 
Father Christmas’ gnomes, including a miniature bottle 
of Champagne!

English ‘beat French 
to frogs legs’ - 
shock claim
A major archaeological dig in Wiltshire, unearthed 
evidence of frogs legs being eaten in Britain, 8,000 
years before France, it has been claimed 
     The team, which consists of Mesolithic period 
experts, also found other types of food including 
salmon and nuts. David Jacques, from the Univer-
sity of Buckingham, said people living there thou-
sands of years ago were eating a “Heston Blumen-
thal-style menu”. 
     Mr Jacques added: “This is significant for our 
understanding of the way people were living 
around 5,000 years before the building of Stone-
henge and it begs the question - where are the 
frogs now?”

In November Claire and Jo gave a talk about Queen 
Victoria at Saint Germain. Jo baked over 100 scones as 
a reminder that Queen Victoria had been served these 
at La Chambotte by Mary Lansard (Neé Robertson). Jo’s 
scones are regularly applauded as the “best I’ve ever
eaten”. Her special recipe includes cream of tartar, 
possibly the ingredient guarded as a secret by the Lan-
sard family. Despite being a by-product of wine making 
cream of tartar, a white powder which is combined with 
bicarbonate of soda to produce a raising agent, is not 
readily available in France. If you can get hold of some 
you can try out Jo’s recipe for a tea-time treat.

225g flour 
1 level teaspoon bicarbonate soda
2 level teaspoons cream of tartar
40g butter
25g caster sugar
Milk to mix and glaze

Sieve the flour and add the bicarbonate of soda and 
cream of tartar. Add the butter by rubbing in until it re-
sembles bread crumbs. Add the sugar then mix to a soft 
dough with the milk.
Knead lightly and then roll out the dough to a thickness 
of about 2.5cm and cut into rounds. Glaze with milk and 
bake in a pre-heated oven at 230°C until golden (about 
ten minutes). 
Serve straight from the oven, split open, with jam and 
cream or butter.



The book “Victoria en Savoie” rolled 
off the presses at the end of October 
and on 29th November the official 
launch took place. We were joined at 
the Atrium des Thermes Pétriaux by 

the mayor of Aix. We were also treated to a surprise visit 
by Queen Victoria herself, who was very much amused.  
     Cocktails were generously provided by Chartreuse 
Diffusion. Book sales have gone extremely well, with 
over 600 sold.  So if you have yet to obtain your copy 
you are advised to hurry! Details are available on our 
website, where you can also read reviews and newspaper 
reports as well as seeing what the Queen (and Jacquot) 
have to say!

Book Update
Thank you to Alain Roubaud for his excellent sug-
gestion that we should sing Auld Lang Syne at the 
conclusion of our AGM. This song, written by Scot-
land’s national poet Robert Burns, whose birthday is 
celebrated on 25th January, has conquered the world.        
     Written in Scots, rather than English, it contains 
words that baffle many, eeven today’s Scots them-
selves; pint-stowp, gowans, gude-willy waught! Nev-
ertheless it is traditionally sung to celebrate the start 
of the New Year and as a farewell or ending to other 
occasions. 
     It has even reached as far as Japan where it is 
played in shops at closing time as a gentle way of 
requesting customers to leave the premises!

Auld Lang Syne

Youth works
Grapevine was involved in various school projects over the last year. Here is a short summary of two of these 
events:

Last May we welcomed Isabelle Guichard and her pupils (Classe de Terminale, lycée Lalande) from Bourg-en-
Bresse. They had been working on a school project about the Victorians. They made a film of their guided tour 
in the footsteps of QV in Aix. We were pleased to learn later that most of the pupils got top marks in their En-
glish orals for their baccalaureate exams. Their examiners from Trevoux, were so intrigued by what the students 
had related, that they asked for a guided tour for themselves, which was organized on 4th of July. 

In March, 24 students from the village of Whitby in Yorkshire were in Chambery on an exchange visit. As part 
of their time in  the city they were shown the Grapevine film, “The British in Aix”. Next year the students of the 
Lycee Vauglas de Chambery  will pay a visit to Whitby.


