
 

News of Members 

We were very sorry to hear of Gertud Jeune’s 
illness.  After a fairly long stay in hospital in 
Aix and Chambéry she is now back at home.  
We wish her a speedy and full recovery. 

Beccy Liquorish has spent this year as  the 
English assistant in three primary schools, in 
Marlioz, Lafin and Franklin.  Her involvement 
in Grapevine has been a pleasure to us all and 
we wish her well  as she returns to England to 
continue her studies at Leicester University. 

The annual ceremony around the gleditsia tree in 
the Place du Revard took place on 24 May 2014 at 
11 am.  The Allobrogians Pipe Band of Chambéry 
were in attendance as usual to lead the procession 
for the raising of the Union Jack and to accompany 
the traditional dances performed by the children 

of the Collège George Sand at La Motte Servolex. Grapevine’s own Scottish 
Dance Group performed a number of Scottish dances.  We could have been at 
the Highland Games near to Bal-
moral! Once again we were hon-
oured with the presence of the 

Countess of Bal-
moral. The cere-
mony was well 
attended and 
after the speech-
es of our presi-
dent and the 
deputy mayor, it 
concluded with refreshments offered by the town.  After-

wards a number of members and guests rounded off the event with a meal in 
the restaurant of the Hôtel des 
Eaux.  At the end of the meal we 
were treated to a little more of 
the heritage of Aix.  The hotel 
was previously the Ecole de Filles 
run by Sisters of St Joseph in the 
former chapel of the marquis of 
Aix-les-Bains. The proprietor  
took us to see the chapel, now 
sadly only used as a store . 

From the President 

At the AGM in January I drew your attention 
to two pressing needs.  The first was for two 
new members to join the committee.  It is my 
pleasure to inform you that Joy Lorcery and 
Carole Bollard have agreed to do so.  Our 
unanimous vote of thanks to them both.  The 
second was our need of more native English 
speakers to join the association.  If you know 
of any, please bring them along!  This is what 
we should all be doing.  We belong to a super 
association. Let’s keep it going! 

Claudine Gilquin also deserves a vote of 
thanks. She has given of her time to create 
our very attractive new website and has 
trained our secretary, Sylvaine to keep it up 
to date. 

PROGRAMME FOR 2015 

7 May:   Patchwork by Dominique Fouger and Colette Bajard. 

23 May:  15th Tree Planting Anniversary, Place du Revard, 11h00.  

        Will Jacquot be there? Watch this space! 

4 June:  Jazz and Classical Music by Gérard Reboul. 

4 July:   Day trip to Chamonix 

In October Peter and Mavis Boys-Smith are revisiting Cuba. Alain Roubaud 
will talk about Russia.  You  may like to share your interesting travels with us. 

In November Marie-Claude Fouillet will take us « Around the World ,» if not 
in 80 days, then in 80 minutes! 

In December  there will be carol singing followed by sherry and mince pies.  
On Sunday 13 December at 17h30 we hope to fill  the church of St Swithun 
again for the Ceremony of Nine Lessons and Carols. 

The AGM takes place in January and is followed in February, March  and April 
by a quiz night, games and members’ participation.  We hope to have another 
talk by Paul Johnson on Alfred East , a talk by Brian Page and to complete the 
year’s programme, a musical evening. 

DEPARTURE OF JO and IRWIN 

Jo and Irwin arrived in Aix seven years ago.  
They joined Grapevine and very soon became 
active members using their various skills for 
the benefit of all.  Jo’s keen interest in herit-
age naturally brought us together and the 
writing of a book on Queen Victoria was 
therefore an obvious outcome.  Researching 
here and in the UK, guiding tours, preparing 
and giving talks, making a film, starring Jo, to 
promote our British heritage was our every-
day life.  We forged friendly links with many 
associations, enhancing the reputation of 
Grapevine.  Irwin took over as our Newsletter 
editor, while Jo became a Committee Officer 
and finally our Vice-president.  Most of all, 
having shared great success, happiness and 
sadness together, I now count Jo and Irwin 
among my dear friends.  I am very grateful to 
them both for their involvement and I am 
sorry that they have had to leave for Berlin.  I 
miss them deeply, a feeling shared by many 
Grapevine members, I am sure. 

SPRING 2015 

ANNOUNCING OUR NEW WEBSITE 

https://grapevineweb.wordpress.com 



At the airport, a helpful baggage handler: 

« Follow me sir, I’m right behind you! » 

CELEBRATIONS AT CHRISTMAS 

December is the month for 
Peter to don his reindeer hat 
and to encourage us all to 
sing, accompanied by Joy at 
the keyboard.  The sherry and 
mince pies remind us that 
Christmas is near.  The tradi-
tional Ceremony of Nine Les-
sons and Carols took place at 
St Swithun’s on December 14 . 
A group of young flautists from the Conservatoire with 
their teacher Pierrette Goueslin and  the violinist Niels 

Bull performed 
special items.  
Our thanks to all 
the readers, to 
Peter and Claire 
who introduced 
them, not for-
getting  John, our 
intrepid organist. 

AGM AND COMMONWEALTH BUFFET 

In January the Annual General Meeting took place.  
Representing the Maire were Mme Cacciatore and 
Mme Moreaux-Jouannet. The committee was re-
elected but Claire announced her retirement as presi-
dent  at the end of the year.   Under her imaginative 
and inspired leadership the Association has flourished 
over the last ten years.  A hard act to follow! 

One picture is worth a thousand words.  Claire’s report, 
illustrated by a slide show of the events of the past year 
was a delight to us all.  We all like to see ourselves on 
the big screen!  

At the buffet there was an impressive display of good 
things to eat and drinks provided by the Association 
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PIGS MIGHT FLY 

The meeting in March presented us with a series of 
brain teasers.  In her talk, Thora van Male challenged us 
to find English and French equivalents of idiomatic and 
idiosyncratic expressions.  The unanimous verdict on 
the evening was that it had been immensely entertain-
ing, stimulating and fun.  You should read her book, 
“Quand les cochons sauront voler… les poules auront 
des dents!” 

TUTTI FRUTTI AND EUROPEAN  HERITAGE DAYS 

On Sunday 13 September the Associations of Aix les Bains  publi-
cise their activities at the  Centre des Congrès.  If you are able to 
help on the stand, let Claire or Sylvaine know.  For the heritage 
days on Saturday and Sunday 19 & 20 September we are hoping 
to show the  Grapevine film in French and then in English at the 
Cinéma Victoria.  Here again, your help would be appreciated. 

Wanted 

Books to swap 

and read 

 

Bring and 

borrow  

 

SOLD OUT 

Claire and Jo’s book has been received with 
universal acclaim.  Grapevine is justly proud 
to have such talent among its members.  
Three years in preparation, this  carefully 
researched and beautifully produced volume 
went on sale in November 2013.  Such has 
been its appeal and popularity, all copies 
have now been sold. 

A VERY SUCCESSFUL PROJECT 

LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE and CHAMONIX 

In June last year 24 members took part in an outing ’in the foot-
steps of Queen Victoria’ to La Grande Chartreuse.  First they visit-
ed the cellars and distillery in Voiron, then la Correrie, which 
houses the monastery museum.  A picnic was enjoyed in this 
magnificent and quiet setting.  Everyone returned in a happy and 
sober mood. 

This year a visit has been organised to Chamonix where 150 years 
of the Golden Age of Mountaineering are being celebrated.  A 30 
minute walk to the Ruskin Stone followed by a picnic is planned.  
For the afternoon a visit to the Alpine Museum is proposed.  
There are still places available and if you would like to go, please 
see Jacques Pacotte with your 30€  We need at least 25 persons. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

Over two years ago Lynette  intro-
duced  us to Scottish country dancing.  
Since then the group has flourished, 
giving performances in and around 
Aix.  Bravo everyone!   

MEMBERS’ PARTICIPATION 

A favourite for many of our members, we were enter-
tained by a broad selection of poems and stories, some 
serious, some witty and amusing.  Altogether there 
were 12 contributions and the evening passed quickly. 

ALSO 

Grapevine Book Club  

REVIEWS 

Gerard Reboul 

And who thought the royal baby would be named Victoria? 


